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1. Theapplicam is heiehy noiihwl lh;il Ihi;. liil(.ri)MlKii);il I'lcliiiiin.iiv I. xnniitmic) Aiitliotily transmits hetewith the 
Infernalional preliminary examiruilion reporl and it;?, aimexi.-;.. il any, t-Uablislictl on ttie international 



2, A copy of the leport and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to tlie International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. 

3 Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
llie report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4 REMINDER 

The applicant must eniei Itie national phase betoro eacli tilecied Oiticc by periormincj certain acts (filing 
translations arid paying national fees) within 30 months from llie priority date (or later in some Offices) 
{Ariifilrj 39(1 )) (see also the reniinder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB^OI ). 

Where a translation of llie international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 

must contain a translation of any annexes lo Ihe international preliminary examination report.. It is the 
applicant's responsibility to pieriare and tiirnish sucli translatKjn direclly lo each elected Ollico concerned. 

For further details on Ihe applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Ap[)iicant's Guide.. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to Atlicle 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive slep 
and industrial applicability described m Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve tlie purposes of international 
preliminary examination and lital "any Cnntractinci State may apply additional or different cnteria for the 
purposes of deciding wtiether, in tliat State, tiu- claimed inventions is patentable or not" (sec also Article 
27(b)). Such additional criteria may relate, for example, lo exemptions from patentability, requirements for 
enabling disclosure, clarity and support for Ihe claims 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 



li li,is pieparerl by this International Preliminary Examining 
;( )iciiiK! to Article 36 



usiftlH ol a total 



I .1 This report is also accompanierJ by ANNfTXES, i c aiirnH:, ol IIk> rJor,oii|,tion, claims and/br drawings which have 
hoen amended and arc the basis for this repoil and/bi sheets containing roclitications made before this Authonty 
(see Rule 70 16 anci Section 607 of the Administrative Instrnclions under the PCT) 

T hese annexes consist of a total of sheets. 















contains indications relatinrj lo the followinc) items: 
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Basis of the opinion 
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Non-establishmont of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 


applicability 


IV 
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Lack of unity ot invention 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 66 2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 


or industrial applicability; 






citations and explanations supporting such statement 




VI 


LI 


Certain documents cited 




VII 
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Certain defects in the international application 




VIII 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT Internaiiorwl application No PCT/EP 03/1 0839 



I. Basis of the report 

1 With reqarcl to litf eleineni;, of tin; ifiterruilional application (Replnceineni sheets which have been hiinished to 
the rcceivinq OUum in i nsponse lo an invitation under Article U are leterrad to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not' annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70. 17)): 



Description, Pages 



Claims, Numbers 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

■\t?_-2l2 originally liled 



2., With n 
langii.- 



ble or furnished to this Authority in the 
e indicated under this item 

TIk",c clcniculs won: availalilt: or liiinislnxl lo Itiir, Aiilhoiily in tlio lollowiny laiifluage: , which is; 

I ] iho latuiuaf io of a translation tunn;,tio(l lf)r llu; piirjioso;, of tlio intoitiational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of tlie international application (under Rule 4B.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation lurnishcd for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Fiiile 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With reqaid to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis o1 the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form 

□ filed logetlier with the international application in ctimputer readable lorm. 

□ furnislied suliseqnerilly to ttiis Autlioiity in whtlen foiin, 

□ fiiinishecl subsequently lo ttiis Authority in computer readable lorni, 

I I The statement that Iho subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 

in the international a[)plication as filed has been furnished . 
U The statement tliat tlio information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 

listing has been turnished 
4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation ol: 
n the description. pages; 

□ the claims. Nos : 
n the drawings, sheets; 



l-orm PC I/1I-'EA/.109 (January 200-1) 
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International application No, PCT/EP 03/1 0839 



5 n This leporl lias been estahlislied as if {some of) the amendments had not been made, since lliey have 
been considered to go t)eyond the disclosure as filed {Rule 70 2{c)) 

(Any roplacemeni shed containing such uinendments must be reieirecl to under item 1 muJ annexed to this 
report ) 

C, A(iditinn,jlo('MViti(>t)'. ihuf .iiy 

v. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1, Statement 

Novelty {N) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability {lA) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 



2 Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Ho Mem V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. A', (,iJit(nitlv toiniuLitcd, tin- ( i.iiiii', .no to a method o1 ciocting a wind 
tiiiliini^ lowtn i.ithi'i to a iiiodulai kit fot a wind lurbine tower /)ef se. The phrase 
vvli' M'i. villi- I'M.iilioi liu litr.t oylindrical tower segment "can be adapted to the 
noc-ei.::.ary hf^yiu u\ the tower" implies a method step of selection of components 
according to the circumstances associated with the particular wind ttirbine tower to 
be erected. With this in mind, claim 1 has therefore been interpreted as: 

A method of erecting a lower for a wind turbine using a nuxJiilai kit. tlic lower 
having a height ranging between a minimum height and a maximum height, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing a first conical tower segment comprising a steel tube having a 
predetermined length, 

providing a second conical tower segment comprising a steel tube having a 
predetermined length, 

providing a first cylindrical tower segment comprising a steel tube having a 
length between a predetermined minimum length and a predetermined 
maximum length, 

selecting the length of the first cylindrical tower segment, in accordance with 
the necessary height of the tower, between a minimum tower height and a 
maximum tower height, the minimum height of the tower being the sum of 
the predetermined lengths of the first and second conical tower segments 
and the minimum length of the first cylindncal tower segment, and the 
maximum height being the sum of the predetermined lengths of the first and 
second conical tower segments and the maximum length of the first 
cylindrical tower segment. 

2. From the independent claim it is not clear to the reader under what circumstances 
and according to which criteria the length of the first cylindrical tower segment 
would be selected. Furthermore it is not clear what steps would be taken in such a 
selection process However, upon evaluation of the present application with 
respect to the available prior art and in as far as the claims can be understood 
with the interpretation outlined in section 1 above, the subject-matter of claims 1 -9 
would seem to satisfy the criteria of novelty, inventive step and industrial 
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applicability as required by Article 33 PCT 

In Iho (h';.I ,iv;iiI;iI)Ip piioi ait, it v.. lu-iliu i cxfilicitly stntofi not inl(?iahlf' tlioif^from, 
a niotliod (>f (.'If '(.liiKj a wind tiiiliiiu' lowt ■! wIkhpiii thf' .'.top nf piciviclirKj a firr.t 
cvIhkIiiciI l(iW(-! S(H)intnil wlioso iciKjth ir. r,('i(>c;tc(l Irotn a laiKjo (in accdrdanco 
with Iho ciicuitistaiicer. ai;b(K;ia1od wilh the; wind turi)inc towtM to be eu.'clod) ib iii 
combination with the steps of the provision of the conical segments. 



